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Naval War College (NWC) Monterey Chairman Professor Fred Drake presents a Meritorious
Civilian Service Award recognizing NWC Associate Chair and Dr. Harold (Hal) Blanton for 18-years
of dedicated service to the program during an award ceremony in the Trident Room, April 27. The
event also served as a retirement ceremony for Blanton who has been part of the NWC Monterey
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In closing, Blanton reflected on the first time he saw Monterey as a young man back in 1964 when he completed
Army training at the former Ft. Ord. 
 
"After the Army, I returned to the area to watch races at Laguna Seca," said Blanton. "I always loved this area and I
thought if I could just make a living here. Years later the War College helped me achieve that goal."
 
